Notes for Authors
Please don't feel you need to answer every question, but do try to answer as fully as you can. Please include a bio at the end, along with any relevant links to your books and websites, and attach a profile picture to the email when you send in your answers.

Questions
Let's start at the very beginning. Beyond the official bio, who are you when you're not writing? What do you love, what fascinates you, and what would surprise readers to learn about you?


When a new project starts to take shape, what arrives first: a voice, a question, or an image you can't shake? How does that first spark shape everything that follows?



What's a piece of writing advice you were given early on that you now think is wrong, or that you've happily ignored?


What's a horror book, film, or story you think deserves far more attention than it gets, and what would you say to convince someone to seek it out?


What's the strangest research rabbit hole you've fallen down for a book? Did any of it make it onto the page, or are there things you found that were too disturbing, or too unbelievable, to use?


What's the first thing that genuinely frightened you as a child, and can you still find traces of it in your writing?


Every book has its own problems to solve. What was the hardest puzzle you had to crack with this one: a plot hole, a character's motivation, the structure, or something else entirely?


What was the biggest change your book went through between typing “The End” and holding the finished copy? Was there anything you fought to keep, or were glad to lose?


Once a book is out in the world, it belongs partly to its readers. Has a reader or reviewer ever shown you something in your own work that you hadn't seen yourself?


Writing is demanding and often lonely. When a draft is fighting you, what keeps you at the desk: the thrill of discovery, the need to work something out, the thought of a future reader, or something less noble?


Beyond other books, what are the non-literary influences on your work, such as a piece of music, a historical event, a scientific idea, or a landscape, that have shaped how you tell stories?


Is there an author, living or dead, you think of as a “silent mentor”? Not someone you imitate, but someone whose work gave you permission to write your own way?




What scares you that you've never managed to put on the page, whether because it's too personal, too hard to capture, or you're not ready yet?




Building dread is one skill; delivering the payoff is another. How do you decide when to show the monster, and have you ever got that timing wrong?


Pick one horror trope you love and one you're tired of. What would it take to make the tired one feel fresh again?


How do you write terror or violence so that it hits physically without tipping into the gratuitous? Where is your line, and has it moved over time?




Horror is often called the most honest genre. What does your horror let you say that you couldn't say any other way?


You have two minutes in a crowded bookshop with a reader who's sceptical of the whole genre. They pick up your book and say, “Convince me. I don't even like being scared.” What do you tell them?


If one of your characters could sit you down and interview you, which one would it be, and what's the question you'd least want them to ask?
